ADOPTED – APRIL 13, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR PATRIOT 
PRIVATE EPHRAIM WHEATON
RESOLUTION #21 – 183

WHEREAS, Private Ephraim Wheaton was a Revolutionary War Patriot, serving as both a soldier and a musician, he enlisted at Northampton, Massachusetts on February 14, 1781 for a term of three years; and

WHEREAS, for a 10-month period, he served as a fifer with Captain Dean's Company, Colonel Benjamin Tupper's (10th) Massachusetts Regiment of the Massachusetts Line, and on August 1, 1781 he was appointed a drummer; and

WHEREAS, on January 1, 1782 Private Wheaton reenlisted for 12 months as fifer, during his enlistment he served at the Battle of Kings Bridge, Fort Washington, Philadelphia and was with General Washington's Army to witness British Lord Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktown in 1781; and

WHEREAS, as an image of this pivotal surrender at Yorktown, an oil painting by John Trumbull is displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda; and

WHEREAS, Private Ephraim Wheaton was honorably discharged at West Point, New York on December 18, 1783; and 
WHEREAS, during the American Revolution, fife and drum soldiers were critical positions, over the chaos of the battlefield, regimental commanders communicated orders and maintained discipline through musical tunes and drum beats, upon hearing a specific music or beat, all company musicians along the line would repeat them ensuring every soldier heard and understood the command; and 
WHEREAS, upon his discharge, Ephraim Wheaton continued living as a farmer and 'cordwainer' (shoemaker) in New York until around 1836 when he moved his family to Stockbridge in the Territory of Michigan because  land for farming was less expensive in Michigan, and his desire to establish homes for his younger children, something he could not achieve in New York on account of the high price of land; and

WHEREAS, Ephraim Wheaton and his family moved to Stockbridge in 1836, the same year the Stockbridge Township was founded. Ephraim Wheaton found the Stockbridge area to be productive for agriculture as the area was rich in organic or muck soils; and

WHEREAS, in 1837 Michigan officially became a State, Ingham County was officially founded in 1838, Ephraim Wheaton was a pioneer settler of Stockbridge, Ingham County and the State of Michigan.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby recognizes Private Ephraim Wheaton, a Revolutionary War Patriot and pioneer settler and the Private Ephraim Wheaton Chapter SAR Charter named in his honor which was officially approved by the Michigan Society of Sons on October 19, 2019.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/06/2021
